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WELCOME

Our annual WRITE Festival is back this September! Get ready to celebrate
stories, poetry, writing and everything in between with another fantastic line
up of events, workshops and performances.

Avid readers can look forward to a brilliant mix of author talks
featuring local talent, regional writers and bestselling favourites.
We have two costume talks, creative calligraphy, a regency tea
dance workshop and lots more.

If you're a writer looking for feedback on your work, interested

in poetry, or eager to learn how to get published, we've got

a whole host of workshops just for you. You'll also have the
chance to get advice and insights from industry professionals.

We will be closing the festival on Saturday 26 September as
Bay Tales return with The Word is Murder - South Tyneside’s Crime
Fiction Festival.

Events will be taking place at The Word, with some at Cleadon Park, Jarrow
Focus and Hebburn Central too.

TICKETS ONLINE
T8 o TODAY OR AT
LBRARIES  SHOP@THE WORD
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PROGRAMME TIMETABLE

Tuesday 1 September

Northern Grit: Gripping Thrillers from the North
East Streets, 6-7pm

Tuesday 1, Wednesday 17
& Thursday 23 September

It's Never Too Late to Write a Killer Thriller with
Marrisse Whittaker, 1-3pm

Thursday 3 September

Creative Calligraphy Taster at Jarrow Focus,
10am-12pm

Friday 4 September

History Wardrobe Presents. ... Fashion
Revolution, 6-8pm

Saturday 5 September

Inpress Writing Conference, 11am-3pm

Sunday 6 September

How to Build an Online Author Presence with
Gillie Hatton, 10.30am-12.30pm

Wednesday 9 September
Wednesday Heritage Club, 2-3pm

Northern Bookshelf Live with Robert Rutherford,
6-7pm

Thursday 10 September

Creative Writing Day with Aidan K Morrissey,
10.30am-3pm

Northern Bookshelf Live with Caroline Roberts at
Hebburn Central, 2-3pm

Friday 11 September

An Audience with TM Logan, 6-7pm

Saturday 12 September

Coffee and Quills with South Tyneside Fiction
Writers, 10.30am-12.30pm (drop-in)

Novel Writing with Helen Aitchison,
10.30am-12.30pm

Let's Talk Adult Non-Fiction with Helen Aitchison,
1.30-3.30pm

Plot Structure for Novels with Gillie Hatton,
1.30-3.30pm

Tuesday 8 September

Writing for Wellbeing with Helen Aitchison,
6-7.30pm
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Therapeutic Writing Working with Amy Hartwell,
1.30-3.30pm

Tue 15 September

An Audience with Glenda Young, 2-3pm
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Wednesday 16 September

Women'’s Words Creative Writing Workshop,
10am-12pm

Thursday 17 September

Read Aloud for Seniors at Cleadon Park,
2.15-3.30pm

Friday 18 September

APoet in Every Port — Rhymes on the Tyne with
Rowan McCabe, 6.30-8pm

Saturday 19 September

A Poet in Every Port — Word Exchange Workshop,
10.30am-12pm

Children’s Collage Fabric Bookmark Making,
11.30am-1pm

A Poet in Every Port — Mobile National Poetry
Library, 12-4pm

Sunday 20 September

‘ Regency Tea Dance, 12-3pm ‘

Monday 21 September

Small Stories, Big Impact: Writing Short Fiction,
1-3pm

An Audience with Jeff Brown, 6-7pm

FESTIVAL

Tuesday 22 September

‘ An Introduction to Publishing with BIPC, 12-3pm ‘

Thursday 24 September

Meridith Towne Presents. .. The Summer Season
at Jarrow Focus, 1-3pm

Kevin Maguire in Conversation with Feargal
Sharkey, 6-7pm

Friday 25 September
‘ Noir at the Bar, 6-8pm ‘

Saturday 26 September

Bay Tales Presents... The Word is Murder
- South Tyneside’s Crime Fiction Festival
10am-5.30pm

All events take place at The Word unless otherwise stated.

H#WRITEfestival | 05



TUESDAY 1 SEPTEMBER THURSDAY 3 SEPTEMBER

NORTHERN GRIT: GRIPPING
THRILLERS FROM THE
NORTH EAST STREETS

Tue 1 September, 6-7pm at The Word
FREE, booking required, Suitable for ages 16+

The perfect opportunity to immerse yourself in the
world of North East crime fiction, discover some
gripping new books, and chat to Nicky Doherty and

Jl{lie Blackie about their writing collaboration as CREATWE CALLIGRAPHY
Nlck)f I%Iack. | TASTER

Thu 3 September, 10am-12pm at Jarrow Focus
£6.13 per person if booking online, £5 in person
Suitable for ages 16+

(alligrapher Angela Reed will guide you through
the tools and techniques required to form a basic
alphabet. Materials will be provided.

iy Doty S~ sl FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER

HOW TO WRITE A KILLER HISTORY WARDROBE

THRILLER WITH MARRISSE EE\EISE”}%N-FASHWN
WHITTAKER

Fri 4 September, 6-8pm at The Word

Tue 1, Thu 17 & Wed 23 September, 1-3pm at £9.38 per person if booking online, £8 in person
The Word All three sessions: £11.55 per person Suitable for ages 16+
if booking online, £10 in person. Suitable for

Fashion Revolution traces centuries of rule-breaking
style, from Marie Antoinette’s shocking silhouettes
to the rise of rebellious modern fashion. A lively
celebration of women who dressed to defy.

ages 16+

A three-session

writing course with
crime author Marrisse
Whittaker, guiding you
from idea to pitch for
your own original novel.
Learn to structure,

edit, and present your
work to agents and
publishers.

[T

Marrisse Whittaker
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SATURDAY 5 SEPTEMBER

INPRESS
WRITING
CONFERENCE

Sat 5 September,
11am-3pm at The Word
£2.88 per person per
session if booking
online, £2 in person
Suitable for ages 16+

Discover what really happens between first draft

and finished book. Writers and their publishers share
candid insights into the creative process, from shaping
manuscripts to reaching readers, with each session
followed by a Q&A. Sessions will take place
11am-12pm, 12.30-1.30pm and 2-3pm.

SUNDAY 6 SEPTEMBER

HOW TO BUILD AN
ONLINE AUTHOR PRESENCE
WITH GILLIE HATTON

Sun 6 September, 10.30am-12.30pm at The Word
£5.04 per person if booking online, £4 in person
Suitable for ages 16+

Learn how to build profiles, use social media, and maintain
a blog — perfect for both published writers and those
preparing to launch their first book.

PLOT STRUCTURE FOR
NOVELS WITH GILLIE HATTON

Sun 6 September, 1.30-3.30pm at The Word

£5.04 per person if booking online, £4 in person
Suitable for ages 16+

Join Gillie Hatton for a lively, practical session on plot
structure, exploring key frameworks from the five-act
structure to the Hero’s Journey. Ideal for debut writers or
anyone looking to sharpen their storytelling.

TUESDAY 8 SEPTEMBER

WRITING FOR
WELLBEING
WITH HELEN
AITCHISON

Tue 8 September, 6-7.30pm
at The Word

FREE, booking required
Suitable for ages 16+

Helen Aitchison

Come along to this monthly writing group which will give
you the opportunity to try creative writing and provide a
friendly environment to share poetry and prose.

WEDNESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER
WEDNESDAY HERITAGE CLUB

Wed 9 September, 2-3pm at The Word
£2.88 per person if booking online, £2 in person
Suitable for ages 16+

Join us for our local history talk during WRITE Festival.
The talks are held every second Wednesday and feature a
different topic and speaker each month.

NORTHERN BOOKSHELF LIVE:
AN AUDIENCE WITH ROBERT
RUTHERFORD

Wed 9 September,
6-7pm at The Word
£2.88 per person

if booking online,
£2in person

Suitable for ages 16+

As part of New Writing

North's Northern Bookshelf
Live, Robert Rutherford will
be joining us to chat about
his gripping thrillers Seven
Days and The Missing Hour.

Robert Rutherford
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THURSDAY T0 SEPTEMBER N e e LT3

CREATIVE WRITING DAY AN AUDIENCE WITH CAROLINE
WITH AIDAN K MORRISSEY ~ ROBERTS

Thu10 September, 10.30am-3 .30pm at The Word Thu10 September] 2.3pm at Hebburn Central
£11.55 per person if booking online. £10in person  £2 88 per person if booking online, £2 in person

Suitable for ages 16+ Suitable for ages 16+
Join us for a creative Join bestselling author
writing workshop M (Caroline Roberts for
with local author *| aninformal chat over
Aidan K Morrissey. = (offee and cake, as she
The session will take = shares the inspiration
you from finding your &  behind her heart-

story to getting ready
for publication and all
the bits in between.

warming stories of
love, friendship and
community.

Caroline Roberts

FRIDAY 11 SEPTEMBER
AN AUDIENCE WITH TM. LOGAN

Fri 11 September, 6-7pm at The Word
£6.13 per person if booking online, £5 in person
Suitable for ages 16+

T.M. Logan will be joining us at The Word to discuss his career
as an author and his bestselling thriller novels, including

The Weekend released earlier this year. He will be
interviewed by James Routledge from Opt Indie Books.

TM Logan

SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER
COFFEE AND QUILLS WITH SOUTH SHIELDS FICTION WRITERS

Sat 12 September, 10.30am-12.30pm at The Word
FREE, drop-in Suitable for ages 16+

Are you curious about writing? Come along for free coffee, friendly faces, and a few short readings from our members.
Stay for five minutes or the whole session.
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SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER TUESDAY 15 SEPTEMBER

NOVEL WRITING WITH
HELEN AITCHISON

Sat 12 September, 10.30am-12.30pm at The Word
£6.13 per person if booking online, £5 in person
Suitable for ages 16+

Learn how to write your novel, whether it be fiction or non-
fiction. Explore structure, elements of storytelling, and ways
to publish your work with author, Helen Aitchison.

LET'S TALK ADULT
NON-FICTION WITH HELEN
AITCHISON

Sat 12 September, 1.30-3.30pm at The Word
£3.96 per person if booking online, £3 in person
Suitable for ages 16+

Join us at the Word for an engaging afternoon of
non-fiction writing, featuring a multi-author panel, hosted
by Helen Aitchison.

THERAPEUTIC WRITING
WORKSHOP WITH AMY
HARTWELL

Sat 12 September, 1.30-3.30pm at The Word
£6.13 per person if booking online, £5 in person
Suitable for ages 16+

Explore creative prompts and guided writing exercises

in a supportive, judgment-free space. Open to all levels,
this group offers a chance to reflect, build confidence, and
connect with others.

HWRITEfestival | 09

AN AUDIENCE WITH
GLENDA YOUNG

Tue 15 September, 2-3pm at The Word
£2.88 per person if booking online, £2 in person
Suitable for ages 16+

Join author
Glenda Young for
a fun, informal
talk about her
award nominated
Seaview Hotel —a
Cosy crime series,

F setin Scarborough.
% =7y

Glenda Young

WEDNESDAY 16 SEPTEMBER

WOMEN'S WORDS CREATIVE
WRITING WORKSHOP

Wed 16 September, 10am-12pm at The Word
FREE, booking required
Suitable for ages 16+

Women'’s Words invites you to a relaxed, inspiring morning
of creative writing, exploring ideas for stories and poems
from everyday life and imagination. Tea and coffee will be
provided.

THURSDAY 17 SEPTEMBER

READ ALOUD FOR SENIORS —
AUTHOR EVENT

Thu 17 September, 2.15-3.30pm at Cleadon Park Library
FREE, booking required. Suitable for ages 60+

Enjoy local stories, poems and extracts, with time to

chat about the past. Suitable for over 60s, including those
with dementia or visual impairments, featuring poet
Rowan McCabe.



FRIDAY 18 SEPTEMBER

A POET IN EVERY PORT

Fri 18 & Sat 19 September at The Word

A Poet in Every Port is a nationwide tour bringing
a specially designed mobile library to South
Tyneside Libraries. The project is brought to you
by the Southbank Centre. This summer marks

75 years since the 1951 Festival of Britain, the
nationwide celebration of arts and culture that
led to the creation of the Southbank Centre. To
honour this legacy, the Southbank Centre are
taking the celebration beyond London and across
the four nations. Come on board to discover
poetry from your area, and even write, record
and perform your own poems. The event will
also include poetry workshops with local primary
schools and other organisations.

RHYMES ON THE TYNE
WITH ROWAN MCCABE

Fri 18 September, 6.30-8pm at The Word
£3.96 per person if booking online, £3 in
person. Suitable for ages 16+

Host Rowan McCabe will be joined by poets
Tahmina Ali, Cooper Robson and Akiba Azad for
a night of wondrous wordplay inspired by local
dialect and life by the river.

Akiba Azad

EANS
Cooper Robson
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SATURDAY 19 SEPTEMBER

WORD EXCHANGE WORKSHOP

Sat 19 September, 10.30am-12.30pm at The Word
FREE, booking required
Suitable for ages 18+

Join us at the mobile National Poetry Library for a Word
Exchange workshop with poet Akiba Azad. Akiba will lead
you through some writing exercises so that you can write
your own poem, drawing from local dialects, accents and
languages.

MOBILE NATIONAL
POETRY LIBRARY

Sat 19 September, 12-4pm at The Word
FREE, drop-in. Suitable for all ages

The mobile National Poetry Library is open throughout the
day. Browse the selection of local poetry collections, have
a look around the mobile library, and write your own Word
Exchange poem based on local dialect words.



SATURDAY 19 SEPTEMBER

CHILDREN'S COLLAGE FABRIC
BOOKMARK MAKING

Sat 19 September, 11.30am-
1pm at The Word. FREE,
drop-in. Suitable for ages 5+

Children can design and
make their own collage fabric
bookmark to take home.

MONDAY 21 SEPTEMBER

SMALL STORIES, BIG IMPACT:
WRITING SHORT FICTION

Mon 21 September, 1-3pm

at The Word

£11.55 per person if booking
online £10in person

Suitable for ages 16+

Join award-winning author Jay
McKenzie for a flexible workshop
offering practical techniques and
exercises to help writers of all levels
develop and enhance their short fiction.

SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER
REGENCY TEA DANCE

Sun 20 September, 12-3pm at The Word
£6.13 per person if booking online, £5 in person
Suitable for ages 16+

Experience the elegance of Regency-era dance in a friendly
beginner workshop, learning classic steps and enjoying lively
music inspired by Jane Austen’s time. Coffee and cake will be
provided.

AN AUDIENCE
WITH
JEFF BROWN

Mon 21 September,
6-7pm at The Word
£6.13 per person if
booking online, £5 in person
Suitable for ages 16+

Jeff Brown

Join us for an evening with TV celebrity Jeff Brown
as he takes us on a journey through his careerasa TV
presenter, journalist and playwright.

TUESDAY 22 SEPTEMBER

AN INTRODUCTION TO
PUBLISHING WITH BIPC

Tue 22 September, 12-3pm at The Word
FREE, booking required. Suitable for ages 16+

Discover some of the key factors early-stage and aspiring writers often
don't consider when it comes to selling their books. Get practical
advice on publishing, promotion, copyright and Al, with insights from
local author Glynis Drew.
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THURSDAY 24 SEPTEMBER

MERIDITH TOWNE
PRESENTS. ...
THE SUMMER SEASON

Thu 24 September, 1-3pm at Jarrow Focus
Theatre. £3.96 per person if booking online, £3
in person. Suitable for ages 16+

The sun is out, and the invitations are rolling in! Join
Meridith Towne as she curates the most fabulous
19305 ensembles to attend the races, summer
weddings, picnics, and regattas.

Get ready to be the best-dressed

guest of the season.

KEVIN MAGUIRE IN
CONVERSATION WITH
FEARGAL SHARKEY

Thu 24 September, 6-7pm at The Word
£8.30 per person if booking online, £7 in person
Suitable for ages 16+

Journalist and TV personality Kevin Maguire will
be in conversation with clean water campaigner,
environmentalist and former lead singer of the
Undertones Feargal Sharkey.

Feargal Sharkey Kevin Maguire

FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER

NOIR AT THE BAR

Fri 25 September, 6-8pm at The Word
FREE, booking required
Suitable for ages 16+

Noir at The Bar is a gathering of crime writers who will
read from their work. It's a great way to hear excerpts of
books, either already published or work in progress, and
to get a flavour of a range of crime fiction.
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SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER

BAY TALES PRESENTS... THE WORD IS MURDER

SOUTH TYNESIDE’S
CRIME FICTION FESTIVAL

Sat 26 September, 10am-5.30pm at The Word
£7.21 per person if booking online, £6 in person

Suitable for ages 16+ ﬁ

Readers of crime fiction rejoice! We will be joined by writers at the top of their

game for a day of author talks, question and answer sessions and book signings.

Join Bay Tales Festival Director Vic Watson as she introduces a range of authors \ []]

in conversation, including Mark Billingham who will be our headline author \

bringing a close to the day.

You wow't wank
Lo miss bhis
ostival dindle!

| FENURING
—

Araminta Hall

(J Cooke Emma Styles

CE Hulse

G.D. Wright Nicci Cloke Zoe Rankin Ajay Chowdhury
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PAGES AND READING

PIHELS | srours

EMPOWERING YOUNG MiNDs [l e your love for

AT WRITE FESTIVAL reading 9t one of
our reading groups -

This September,

Technology Books

for Children is

teaming up with /
the ICT in Schools

Team at The Word.

The team are running dynamic
sessions for local primary schools
designed to champion both a love
of books and essential computing
skills. These workshops aim to
inspire the next generation of
tech-savvy readers by showing
how stories can power computing .
skills. Perfectly aligned with The Word Library

the school curriculum, it’s an First Tuesday of the month,
unforgettable event where books 1.45-2.45pm

and technology collide.

Hebburn Central Library
First Wednesday of the month,
1.30-2.30pm

First Thursday of the month,
10-11am

Jarrow Focus Library

Last Thursday of the month,
1.30-2.30pm

Book your place by calling
0191 424 7805 or emailing library.
support@southtyneside.gov.uk
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GET YOUR TICKETS

TODAY!

Don't miss out on the chance to attend
these fantastic events.

To find out more and book your tickets visit
www.theworduk.org/write or visit Shop @ The
Word where you can book tickets in person. Booking
terms and conditions apply.

Please note — There will be an online booking fee for
paid-for events. No booking fee applies for tickets
booked in-person at our shop.

Keep up to date with everything that is happening
during WRITE Festival and throughout the year by
following:

£ /worduk X @theword_uk




THE WORD OPENING TIMES

MON - THURS:  9am-7pm
FRI: 9am - 5pm
SATAND SUN:  10am - 4pm

I
_—
oS il

1 Rl

F a R

For more information about events, performances,
workshops, talks and creative sessions:

www.theworduk.org

/worduk @theword_uk 01914271818

The Word, National Centre for the Written Word,
45 Market Place, South Shields, NE33 1JF

SOUTH
@ TYNESIDE
LIBRARIES



